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“Zoochosis”: You're likely to find this word used by animal rights activists in refer-
ence to what they see as the degrading effect of zoos on the animals they contain.
Many animals, especially the large carnivores, become deeply depressed, even
psychotic, as the result of captivity. Symptoms of zoochosis include nervous pac-
ing, head rocking, and self-mutilation.

The problem is perhaps most acute with polar bears, which have proved especial-
ly difficult to keep sane, and which often show disturbed behaviour such as swim-
ming for hours in small circles.

(The Central Park Zoo in New York had to call in an animal psychologist to find ways
to give its polar bear, Gus, a more varied and challenging environment.)

The word, a blend of “zo0” and “psychosis”, seems to date from the early 1990s,
but is still fairly specialist and hasn't - so far as | know - yet made it to any diction-

ary.

In the zoological gardens outside Ho Chi Minh City, dazed elephants swing their
trunks from side to side, their feet tethered by chains and their repetitive motions
betraying signs of a dementia known as “zoochosis”.

[Time International, Oct. 1998]

Also known as “zoochosis”, the problem is characterised by swaying the head and
pacing up and down in their enclosure incessantly in a trance-like state, indicating
they may be suffering from boredom.

[Independent on Sunday, Nov. 1999]

You're likely to find this word used by animal rights activists in reference to what
they see as the degrading effect of zoos on the animals they contain.
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